Earth planet globe grid of meridians and parallels

FACTS ABOUT LINES OF LONGITUDE

* Are known as meridians.
* Run in a north-south direction.

Measure distance east or west of
the prime meridian.

Are farthest apart at the Equator
and meet at the poles.

Cross the Equator at right angles.

Lie in planes that pass through
the Earth's axis.

* Are equal in length.

* Are halves of great circles.
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FACTS ABOUT LINES OF LATITUDE
* Are known as parallels.

* Run in an east-west direction.

* Measure distance north or south
from the Equator.

* Are parallel to one another and
never meet.

* Cross the prime meridian at
right angles.

e Lie in planes that cross the Earth's
axis at right angles.

* Get shorter toward the poles,
with only the Equator, the longest,
a great circle.
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